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Columbus Day is celebrated to commemorate Christopher Columbus, who set his foot in America in 1492. It is celebrated yearly in the U.S., and this year it falls on October 12, which will be on Monday. Columbus Day was celebrated unofficially in several states and cities during the 18th century[footnoteRef:1]. However, in 1937 it officially became a federal holiday. Many celebrate Columbus Day as a form of remembering Columbus's successes. They also view it as a way of celebrating the heritage of American-Italian. Throughout the history of Columbus Day and the man behind, it has resulted in many controversies, including many alternatives being proposed. Since the 1970s, many holidays have been proposed, but recently Indigenous Peoples' Day has been proposed to replace Columbus Day. [1: . Landau, Elaine. Columbus Day: Celebrating a famous explorer. Enslow Publishers, 2001.
] 

           Christopher Columbus was an explorer who was born in Italy. In 1492 he set sail heading to Asia. Since he had backing from monarchs from Spain, he aboard the ships targeting to use the western sea route to India, China, and the gold and spice islands of Asia. However, he arrived in the Bahamas in 1492, making him the first European explorer in America. Later in October, he saw Cuba and thought it was mainland China. In December, in his exploring works, he found Hispaniola and thought that it was Japan. He made Spain's first colony in Hispaniola with his 39 men. He returned to Spain in early 1493 carrying spices, gold, and Indian captives. Columbus had used the Atlantic Ocean very often, but in his third sail, he noticed that he did not reach Asia. It meant that he had landed on a continent that was previously unfamiliar to Europeans. He later died on May 20, 1506, due to heart failure.
           First Columbus Day celebrations happened in 1792[footnoteRef:2]. It marked the 300th anniversary since Columbus landed in America. It happened when function was organized to remember Columbus's arrival. Being proud of Columbus's religion and birthplace, many Catholics and Italians in the U.S. started to hold religious ceremonies and parades annually to honor Columbus. In 1892 during the tenure of President Benjamin Harrison, a proclamation was issued encouraging all Americans to commemorate Columbus' 400th anniversary. It was later proclaimed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt a national holiday in 1937 (Rennay, 2004). It was attributed to intense lobbying by a Catholic fraternal organization, which seemed to be very influential. Columbus Day is currently commemorated on the Monday of second week of October every year. Although Columbus Day is a government declared holiday, some states do not grant their people a leave from their work.  [2: . Craats, Rennay. Columbus Day. Weigl Publishers, 2004.
] 

           In the 19th century, many anti-immigrant groups in the U.S. did not accept Columbus Day due to its connection to Catholicism. Likewise, in recent decades, many groups and Native Americans have protested the commemoration of the holiday, citing that Columbus led to the colonization of Americans. They also argued that he ushered in the transatlantic slave trade and led millions of people to die from unknown diseases and murder. Settlers from Europe came with many infectious diseases such as influenza, which significantly reduced the indigenous populations. There was also a war between the inhabitants who were the Native Americans and European settlers, which deemed many to death. 
           Many have questioned the erection of the statue of Columbus as a national icon. After his arrival in Bahamas, Columbus forced the Native Americans into slavery. When he became governor of Hispaniola, he put a barbaric form of punishment for those who were against his ruling. In many nations in Latin American, Columbus anniversary is observed as the Hispanic culture's diverse roots celebration. In 2002, Venezuela changed Columbus Day to Day of Indigenous Resistance as a way of recognizing Native people's experiences. In the U.S., some states and cities have changed it to Indigenous Peoples Day.
           Columbus Day was being commemorated on 12 of October before changing it to Monday of second week of October. It has transformed into an observation of Italian-American heritage in some parts of U.S. Local people organize street fairs and parade, including Italian food, music and costumes. On the other hand, those who celebrate to honor indigenous people perform some activities such as traditional dance and some lessons concerning the culture of the Native American.
At a time in October last year, the Washington D.C said that Columbus Day does not exist. It said that the Council decided to have it replaced with the Indigenous People's Day to make a shift last long. Some other cities in the States had also decided the same move in response to the increasing campaign to end the Columbus Day celebration. This is because Columbus Day celebrated the Italian explorer. People wanted these celebrations to be changed to honor Indigenous communities' resiliency as they faced violence against them by European explorers such as Christopher Columbus[footnoteRef:3]. In Louisiana, Baley Champagne was responsible for the change. United Houma Nation tribal citizen petitioned John Bel Edwards, the governor, to make the change about Columbus Day. The governor made the change alongside other states in 2019.  [3: . Caiazzo L. Columbus name in the space of American collective memory: from consecration to desecration, 2017. 
] 

According to Champagne, Columbus Day has turned into a trend. It is about commemorating people instead of celebrating someone who brought about population genocide and even tried to extend it to the entire population. He added that by introducing Indigenous People's Day, they bring awareness among the people that they will not allow someone like Christopher Columbus, who caused hurt to the Indigenous people of the USA to be celebrated as a hero. That's why in Houma La., people would gather to celebrate Indigenous People's Day for the very first time. Champagne also added that Houma is named after the Houma people, and hence it's been long overdue.
In 2019, at least ten states had switched into commemorating Indigenous People's Day instead of Columbus Day on Monday of the second week of October, just like Native American's Day in South Dakota and Hawaii's Discoverers' Day. Also, many college campuses have resorted in celebrating Indigenous People's Day at the expense of Columbus Day. This has been the trend across many towns, counties and cities across the United States.
In America many consider Columbus Day as hurtful. This day reminds them of the historical violence of about five centuries of colonialism under the leadership of European explorers and the settlers, a history whose wounds still hurt until today[footnoteRef:4]. According to Shannon Speed, the UCLA American Indian Studies Center direct and a Chickasaw Nation citizen, Columbus was an explorer. He is credited as the first explorer from Europe to arrive in America. However, they are now aware of their history and the way that he and his counterparts acted when they set foot in America. They engaged in raping and pillaging as well as promoting genocide of the people that they found in the Americas. That is not something worth celebrating. [4: . Carle R. "Remembering Columbus: blinded by politics." Academic questions, 2019.
] 

However, the change to Indigenous People's Day from Columbus Day is faced with some pullbacks. Most Italian Americans consider Columbus Day to commemorate the Italian heritage and the Italian American contributions to the United States of America. Columbus Day was adopted when Italians faced ethnicity and religious discrimination as well as vilification. The first celebration was held in 1892, one year later, after 11 Italian Americans were mass lynched in New Orleans by a mob[footnoteRef:5]. According to Italian Americans, Columbus Day provided a way for them to humanize and mainstream themselves in the fight against the rise in discrimination.  [5: . Caiazzo L. Columbus name in the space of American collective memory: from consecration to desecration, 2017. 
] 

This day was declared a holiday in 1943 in honor of Columbus, who contrary anchored in the Bahamas and never settled in the United States. For most Italian living in America, Columbus Day doesn't just commemorate a man, but it represents people searching for acceptance and safety in their newfound home.
Back in 2017, someone vandalized the statue of Christopher Columbus in Central Park in New York City. After this act, John M Viola, the chief operating officer and the president of the National Italian American Foundation, wrote an article in the New York Times editorial that history is not changed by the "tearing down of history." He continued to add that cultural conflicts have continued to rip the people apart and that the country should find better ways to utilize the nation's history in eradicating racism but not inciting it. He urged that the holidays and monuments sourced from the people's past should be reimagined to represent the future values. According to Viola, Christopher Columbus represents the discovery values and risk posed against the dream of America, and that it is the responsibility of the people that is most closely related to the legacy of Columbus to be in the lead of an engaging and precise path towards discovering an answer that represents both sides. 
Speed had stated that she understands the significance of commemorating Columbus Day to Italian Americans as this day commemorates their contributions and history. Still, there has to be an alternative to honor them. She added that there exists several Italian Americans who are in support of shifting to Indigenous People's Day from Columbus Day because they are not willing to be connected to the likes of Columbus who is understood to have perpetrated fatal crimes against the existence of human beings[footnoteRef:6]. She argued that Italian Americans faced great racism in the U.S, and so it's crucial to find a day to commemorate their heritage, but it should not be associated with Columbus.  [6: . Manata M. "Columbus Day or Indigenous People's Day?" National Desk, 2019.
] 

According to Speed, celebrating Columbus Day reminds them of a violent history. It is continuing to add to the trauma to the Indigenous people that come along with honoring him. Children of the Indigenous people are attending learning institutions and get compelled to learn and celebrate someone who campaigned the killing of their ancestors. This is very hurting and promotes ongoing harm. Hence it is wrong to have a national holiday that creates a continuing hurt to a majority of U.S. citizens.
Native Americans experience pain and hurt when they get to hear about Columbus Day, according to Speed. Back in 1992 was the first time when a Berkeley, Calif., residents requested the city to consider celebrating Indigenous People's Day instead of Columbus Day. It was the first time that the then Mayor Loni Hancock acknowledged to have understood the pain Columbus Day inflicts on Indigenous People. Hancock had argued that they had to think about the Columbus Day and who explored and found America and how it was dishonorable to say that an explorer from Europe who didn't even set foot in America discounted the indigenous people with sophisticated cultures. 
According to Hancock, the discovery of American history needs to be set right even though several Italian immigrants that came to America at the beginning of the 19th century suffered many challenges to get into the continent. It is important to fully understand who was in America first and what happened to history afterward, considering the displacement and genocide of the Indigenous people[footnoteRef:7]. It is also important to understand how that has affected the discounting of humanity and the history of the nonwhite communities in the United States. And so it's important for the country to take responsibility for its history. [7: . Manata M. "Columbus Day or Indigenous People's Day?" National Desk, 2019.
] 

Indigenous people first requested the change of the day in 1977 during a U.N conference. South Dakota became the first state that switched to Native American's Day in 1989 and celebrated it in 1990 for the first time. Berkeley was the first city in U.S to change to Indigenous People's Day from Columbus Day[footnoteRef:8]. According to the Pew Research Center, Columbus Day is the most inconsistently celebrated holiday in the U.S.  [8: . Paddock R. "UC Berkeley's bones of contention." Los Angeles Times, 2008.
] 
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